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I wish to take this 
opportunity to wish all of 
the members of the Berkeley 
Higashi Honganji a Happy New 
Year.  Also, as director of the 
North America District and the 
Shinshu Center of America, 
I wish to thank you for your 
guidance and support during 
the previous year.  We hope 
that the New Year brings much 
happiness and meaning to you 
and your family.

The focus of our district’s 
religious education is the 
Dharma Seeds program.

With the first Dharma 
Seeds program ending 
in 2016, last year we saw 
the beginning of the 2nd 

Dharma Seeds series in which 
representatives from our 
temples are participating in 
retreats and seminars for the 
next two years.  In addition to 
those events, the members 
worked with their ministers to 
serve their temples in various 
capacities.  

To the members of the 
Berkeley Higashi Honganji, 
I wish to thank you for 
supporting the transfer 
of ministers last year. Rev. 
Yamada is now working for 
the Shinshu Center of America 
as a writer and editor, and 
Rev. Osa continues to help 
with the district and Shinshu 
Center work while taking on 
the full-time responsibilities as 
Berkeley’s resident minister.  

Berkeley is the center of 
education and that applies 
to Buddhism as well.  So 
it was important for us to 
establish a satellite office of 
the Shinshu Center of America 
there.  We thank you for your 
cooperation in that endeavor.

The Shinshu Center of 
America is the educational 
arm of our English-speaking 
districts.  It’s role is to 
disseminate the Shin Buddhist 
teachings not only to our 
members but to anyone who 

may be interested in our 
tradition.  

A major part of that work 
is to publish books on our 
teaching in English primarily in 
the form of digital publishing 
or what are called eBooks. 
Also, a new Service Book for 
use at all of our temples will 
also be available now.

We wish to take this 
opportunity to thank all of 
you for your support and 
participation in all of the 
district’s activities.  We ask 
for your continued support 
during 2018 as well.

The work of our local 
temples, the North America 
District, and the Shinshu 
Center of America can 
only proceed and succeed 
with your support and 
encouragement.  We ask, 
therefore, for your continued 
guidance and support of the 
important work of sharing the 
teaching of the Nenbutsu with 
your family and friends.  Best 
wishes for a wonderful year. 
 
Gassho, 
Noriaki Ito

GREETINGS FROM THE BISHOP
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Bombu (böm’bü) means “foolish being,” filled with passions, emotions and shortcomings.  
To be bombu is to be human. According to priest Shinran, we are all bombu.
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MARCH TOBAN  
All Women’s Buddhist 

Association members.

SSHOTSUKI MEMORIAL 
SERVICE  

Families observing a Shotsuki 

monthly memorial service for 
loved ones in March are Fujikawa, 
Shinoda, Yokota, Suzuki, Sasaki, 
Imada, Fujii, Asazawa, Nomura, 
Kurahara. We hope you will 
attend this service.

SPRING FOOD BAZAAR 
Our Spring food bazaar will 

be held on Sunday, March 4 from 
noon to 5 p.m., sponsored by the 
Women’s Buddhist Association 
and the Adult Buddhist 
Association.  Enjoy delicious 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Date Day   Time    Event

3  Saturday 9:00 a.m. Food preparation

4  Sunday 7:00 a.m. Food Bazaar preparation

  10:00 a.m. Family Service/Dharma School

  12—5 p.m. SPRING FOOD BAZAAR

10  Saturday 10:00 a.m. NAD Dharma Seeds 2nd generation’s retreat (Los Angeles)

11  Sunday 8:30 a.m.  WBA meeting

  10:00 a.m. Shotsuki/Dharma School 

   (Daylight Savings Time begins)

12 Monday 12:00 p.m. Welcome luncheon with Dr. Rev. Harry Kigoshi

17   Saturday 7:00 p.m. Concord Howakai

18   Sunday 10:00 a.m. Spring Higan service (speaker:Dr. Rev. Michael Conway)

  1:00 p.m. Shinshu Center of America public lecture  (Hondo)
   Speaker: Dr. Rev. Michael Conway 

20   Tuesday 7:30 p.m. Temple board meeting   

25  Sunday 10:00 a.m.  Pet memorial service/Family Service/Dharma School

April 
1 Sunday 10:00 a.m. Shotsuki/Dharma School

7 Saturday 5:00 p.m.  Hanamido altar decorating

8 Sunday 10:00 a.m. HANAMATSURI Buddha’s Birthday Service

21 Saturday 9:30 a.m. NAD local retreat

 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 2018

(Continued on page 3)
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Japanese food for lunch, early 
dinner or takeout at this annual 
fundraiser and community 
event. Please also come help on 
Saturday from 9 a.m., Sunday 
from 7 a.m. and throughout the 
day.  
 
*Members and Supporters, please 
don’t forget your baked goods and 
check the calendar for preparation 
times. Remember to invite your 
friends!   Thank you.

SPECIAL VISITOR IN MARCH  
Dr. Yasushi Harry Kigoshi 

will visit Berkeley. Dr. Kigoshi 
is the youngest son of Rev. 
Tatsuru Kigoshi who served at 
our temple 1959-1967. He lived 
in the white temple house as a 
child. We will have a welcome 
lunch on March 12, 12 pm at 
“Sichuan Style Restaurant,” 1699 
Solano Ave., Berkeley. If you 
would like to attend the lunch, 
please contact Rev. Osa, by 
March 6th. 
osa@higashihonganji.org 

SPRING HIGAN SERVICE 
The spring equinox “Higan” 

Service will be held on March 18 
at 10 a.m. Higan commemorates 
the Spring equinox, when day 
and night are equal lengths for 
just one day, expressing the truth 
of impermanence. Our guest 
speaker Dr. Rev. Michael Conway, 
lecturer at Otani University, 
Kyoto.  Please join us for this 
special service.

PUBLIC LECTURE 
Shinshu Center of America 

(SCA) will hold a public lecture 

at our temple after the Higan 
service on March 18 at 1 p.m, 
at our temple. This is a good 
opportunity to hear from Dr. 
Conway, who is coming from 
Otani University, Kyoto. It will 
be free and open to the public. 
Please note: SCA’s branch office  
is located at our temple, where 
Rev. Ken Yamada is on staff. 
 
Dr. Conway will talk about the 
following: D. T. Suzuki is famous 
in the West for his introduction 
of Zen Buddhism in English, 
but toward the end of his life 
he became interested in Shin 
Buddhism. In the mid-1940s, 
Suzuki wrote several works 
in which he argued that the 
myōkōnin, unlettered but 
insightful followers of Shin 
Buddhism, were the pinnacle of 
Japanese religious sensibility. 
This talk introduces the major 
features of Suzuki’s presentation 
of these figures as individuals 
with profound awareness of 
the Buddhist truth. The title 
of his lecture is “D. T. Suzuki’s 
Presentation of the Myōkōnin 
and Japanese Religious 
Sensibility”

PET MEMORIAL SERVICE 
A “pet memorial” service will 

be held on March 25. It is said 
that animals, as well as humans, 
surrounded the Buddha when he 
passed away, symbolizing how 
they also are a part of the Buddha 
Dharma. Bring a picture or 
drawing of your pet, along with 

your memories to this special 
service.

HANAMATSURI SERVICE 
 On Sunday April 8, a 

Hanamatsuri Buddha’s Birthday 
service will be held at our temple. 
Hanamatsuri is our most festive 
service that includes special 
activities and lunch. Our guest 
speaker will be Rev. Akinori Imai, 
who was minister at our temple 
from 1967 - 2005. Please come 
to this special service, enjoy a 
skit from our Dharma school and 
lunch afterwards.

NAD Local Retreat 
  

 
April 21, 9:30 am-4pm  
 
Speaker—English Group , 
Rev. Frederick Brenion  
(Los Angeles Betsuin) 
 
Speaker—Japanese Group ,  
Rev. Tomoyuki Hasegawa  
(North America District)  
 
Location Berkeley Higashi 
Honganji Buddhist Temple  
 
Fee $12.00 (Lunch included) 
Please make your check payable 
to Berkeley Higashi Honganji.  If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Rev.Osa 

(Continued from page 2)
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Credits:
This is a publication of the Berkeley Higashi Honganji. Please contact Rev. Ryoko Osa at 1524 Oregon Street, Berkeley, CA 94703. 510-843-6933 
www.bombu.org. osa@higashihonganji.org . Newsletter design by Kevin Sullivan

BIG THANK YOUS TO THE FOLLOWING

New year’s luncheon after General meeting Dick and Jane Fujii

Mochi house roofing renovation Jane Fujii

Eitaikyo mailing Tom and Karen Morioka

Hondo Donation IPod Irving Yamashita

Thank you everyone for your donations, time, energy and support. Because of you, our temple exists for us 
and for future generations. Help us by calling or emailing the temple if names are inadvertently omitted from 
acknowledgements or donations. Domo arigato gozaimashita!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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IN LOVING MEMORY

Mrs. Kimie Kurahara passed 
away on February 5. A private 
memorial service was held 
on February 10 at our temple, 
officiated by Rev. Osa and Rev. 
Imai.  The family requests that 
in lieu of koden, donations 
be made to our temple in her 
memory. Kimie was a longtime 
temple member and supporter. 
Our condolences to the Kurahara 
family. 

Here is an excerpt of her personal 
history read by her son Wayne at 
the service. “Kimie Nomura was 
born on August 21, 1919, to 
Usakichi Nomura and Yoshino 
Nomura in Berkeley California.  
She was the fourth daughter.  
Her older sisters were Yoshiko 
Imamura, Fumi Sawamizu 
and Asae Yuba of Japan.  She 
attended public schools in 
Berkeley until moving to Japan 
at the age of 11.  There she 
attended middle school and high 
school, graduating from a Girls 
High School in Kurume.  At the 
age of 17, she returned to the U.S. 
with her mother, father and Fumi.  
Later the same year, the family 

went back to Japan because her 
father required surgery.  

After recovering from his medical 
treatment, Kimie’s mother and 
father returned to America 
while Kimie and Fumi stayed in 
Kurume.  She started working for 
Bridgestone of Japan in Kurume, 
later relocating with Bridgestone 
to Tokyo.  In 1942, Kimie came 
back to the U.S. to help her mom 
and dad return to Japan.  But her 
dad passed away before they 
could go back to Japan and then 
World War II broke out.  Both 
mom and Kimie were sent to 
Merced, Colorado and eventually 
to Tule Lake.  

At the age of 23, she met Roy 
Kurahara at Tule Lake where 
both were working in the Camp 
Mess Operations.  They dated 
and married in camp when Roy 
was 23 and Kimie was 25.  The 
following year in 1945, Jean was 
born and the family including 
grandma, mom, dad and Jean 
resettled in Berkeley.  Like 
many of those returning from 
Camp, they relied heavily on 
the temple’s support to help 
them integrate back into the 
mainstream of family life in 
Berkeley.  Maxine was born in 
1947, Wayne was born in 1949 
and Joyce in 1951.  The every 
two-year streak was broken when 
Carl was born in 1957.  

The three-generation family 
unit lasted nearly 20 years until 

grandma passed away in 1976 
at the age of 93.  Dad passed 
away in 2002 and Carl passed 
away in 2016.  Kimie seemed to 
simply express the sentiment 
of “okagesama” (“thanks to you, 
I exist.”)  It was as if she had a 
great life and was done.  Great 
Grandma died peacefully on 
February 5 at the age of 98.  
Namu Amida Butsu.”

Here is an excerpt of the Dharma 
talk by Rev.Imai at the service. 
“There is a beautiful Japanese 
black pine tree in the center of 
the temple garden. That pine 
tree has been there before my 
wife and I arrived here from 
Japan over 50 years ago.  It was 
donated by Mrs. Yoshino Nomura, 
mother of Mrs. Kimie Kurahara to 
the temple.  The garden's major 
remodel had been taken place 
a few times by members, yet 
that pine tree has always been 
at the same place in the garden. 
I would like you to remember 
this, because that pine tree is the 
symbol of many contributions of 
Kuraharas to this temple. At the 
same time this pine tree always 
peacefully greets and welcomes 
us to this temple. And it makes 
us feel this temple is the spiritual 
home forever.” 
 
Husband, Roy Kurahara was 
temple president, 1968-70, 1983
 
Kimie was president of Fujinkai, 
1956,1972
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   Date:  Sunday, March 18, 2018 
   
   Time: Gather at church from 7:30 am; depart 8:00 am  
      1524 Oregon Street, Berkeley 94703 
 
   Playing time: 6 hours 
   
   Return: Leave at 4:30 pm; approximate return 7:00 pm 
 
   Cost: $29.00 per person (includes bingo and driver’s tip) 
 
   Receive: $15.00 slot credit and $5.00 dining coupon 
 
 Need casino players card and picture ID to receive package. 

Join the Higashi Honganji WBA for one day to                   

                                               Red Hawk Casino 
                           Folsom, CA                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

                  
  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- 

         Sign me up for Red Hawk!  Deadline: Friday, March 2, 2018. 
 
Name(s): ____________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone No: (______)________________________________________  
 
No. of guests (______) x $29.00 = $_______________________________ 
 
Please make checks out to Higashi Honganji W.B.A. and send to: 
      
                Eiko Iwata, 2530 Simas Avenue, Pinole, CA  94564  

                                       
                    Home: (510) 222-0919    Cell: (510) 367-2077 
        Rev. 1/19/18 
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バークレー東本願寺会報
２０１8 年 3 月号

3月お寺の行事予定

４日（日） 午前７時  フードバザー準備

　　　　　　 午前１０時  家族礼拝・ダルマスクール

  正午～午後５時 フードバザー

１１日（日） 午前１０時  祥月、ダルマスクール

１７日（土） 午後７時  コンコード法話会

１８日（日） 午前１０時  彼岸会法要／ダルマスクール

２０日（火）   午後７時３０分 仏教会定例理事会

２５日（日） 午前１０時  家族礼拝 ペット追悼法要

４月１日 午前１０時  祥月、ダルマスクール

４月８日 午前１０時  花祭り法要

４月21日 午前9時半  北米開教区北カリフォルニア研修会

3月婦人会当番は婦人会全会員となります。よろしくお願いします。

祥月法要: 今月の祥月法要：１１日（日）午前１０時より勤められます。今月の施主は藤川、
篠田、横田、鈴木、佐々木、今田、藤井、浅沢、野村、倉原の諸家です。

フードバザー: 恒例の婦人会主催による「春のフードバザー」が３月４日（日）正午より午後
５時まで催されます。チキン照り焼き、うどん、カレーライス、巻きずしなど美味しい食品を 
準備してお待ちしています。お知り合いの方々にお勧め下さい。

木越康先生訪問: 1959年から1967年までバークレー東本願寺の駐在開教使であられた 
木越樹師のご子息の木越康先生が3月12日（月曜日）に訪問されます。歓迎の昼食会を 
開きますので、参加を希望されるメンバーの方は3月6日までにどうぞ長良子開教使まで 
ご連絡ください 。 Eメールアドレスosa@higashihonganji.org   集合場所　“Sichuan Style 
Restaurant “  1699 Solano Ave Berkeley, CA 94707   日時：3月12日正午

彼岸法要：春の彼岸会法要が３月１８日（日）午前１０時より勤められます。お誘い 
合わせお参り下さい。
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                       「おかげさま」
長　良子

バークレー東本願寺に大変ご尽力をいただいた倉原君枝様が 

2月5日にご往生されました。９８歳でした。私は生前に君枝様と 

お会いすることは叶わなかったのですが、倉原家がこのお寺に 

とって無くてはならない家族であることを今井先生や山田先生から 

から聞いていました。 ご葬儀は2月10日、君枝様の遺志として 

家族葬として執り行われました。

ご主人の倉原ロイ様は理事長を務め、特に今の大谷ホールの 

建築にご尽力され業者に委託するのではなく、毎日の様にお寺に通い建築工事をされたそうです。 

そして、お寺の日本庭園にある本堂正面の立派な松の木は君枝さんのお母様の野村よしの様が 

お寺に寄付された木だそうです。その松は、現在も力強く美しいその姿で参詣者を暖かく迎えて 

います。

    桑原家は、木越樹開教使（1959-67駐在）のご家族、今井亮徳開教使（1967-2005駐在）の 

ご家族と、非常に親しい付き合いがあったということでした。

   君枝様はご家族に「おかげさまでありがとう」という言葉を残されました。亡き人が遺族に 

遺すものの中で一番尊いこと、仏様の教えをご遺族に残された、と私は感じました。ご遺族は 

お寺への貢献を誇る事ことはなく、木越先生、今井先生のご家族と深い交流ができたこと、 

そしてお母様が「お陰様で」という言葉を残されたことに感謝をされていました。

 「おかげさま」という言葉はたった一言で、仏教の縁起の教えを示し、そこに感謝の気持ちを 

表しています。多くの真宗門徒が「おかげさまでありがとう」と言って死にたいと望んでいるのでは 

ないでしょうか。一生に起こった良いことも悪いことも最後にはすべて「おかげさまでありがとう」と 

言えるような私になりたいと思っているのではないでしょうか？その姿をご家族に、そして私たちに 

示してお亡くなりになった君枝様は、これからは仏様として私たちを導いてくださるでしょう。 

君枝様は尊い教えを私たちに残してお浄土へと往生されました。ありがとうございました。



Berkeley Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple
1524 Oregon Street 
Berkeley, CA 94703
U.S.A.

Address Correction Requested

OKAGE SAMA DE, ARIGATOU.
My life is dependent on karmic conditions that allow me to live.  How grateful I am.

P

今月のことば
おかげさまでありがとう。

すべてのご縁によって生かされました。ありがとう。


